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Persons of any age may acquire a library card with Mid-Columbia Libraries.  MCL 
considers the library card application to be a legally binding contract and 
recognizes the obligation of a parent/legal guardian to be financially responsible for 
their minor children (under the age of 18).    MCL strives to protect the good name 
of its patrons by requiring Photo ID for all interactions involving a customer’s 
identifying information and requiring the library card to be used at check out and 
other transactions. 
 

REGULATIONS 

1. Youth from the ages of 0 to 17 may get a library card without a 

parent/legal guardian present.  A parent/legal guardian is required to sign 

the library card application accepting cardholder responsibilities for 

his/her child under 18 years of age.   

2. This signature constitutes the parent’s or legal guardian’s permission for 

the child to have a card and signifies a willingness to assume financial 

responsibility for all materials checked out on the child’s card. 

a. Youth records can be provided to parents/guardians in instances 

of negative account activity (e.g. overdue fines/fees). 

3. Photo ID, date of birth, and proof of current address are required for the 

initial library card application for customers ages 18 years and older.  

Verification of current address is required for the initial library card 

application for customers ages 0-17 years.    

4. The photo ID and proof of current address of a parent/legal guardian may 

be presented for his/her minor child. 

5. New library users may begin the application process with online 

registration but must complete the application process in person to 
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receive their library card and activate their borrowing and computer 

privileges.   The application process includes providing photo ID, date of 

birth and proof of current address. 

6. Library cards are issued for two years. At the end of this time, a 

verification of information is required for continued use. 

7. Inactive accounts in good standing may receive a free replacement card.  

Customers presenting their worn or damaged card may receive a free 

replacement card. 

8. For the following transactions:  
 To renew a library card account 
 All address change requests 
 
Customers ages 0-17 years must provide verification of current address. 
(The photo ID and proof of current address of a parent/legal guardian 
may be presented for his/her minor child.) 
 
Customers ages 18 years and older must provide: 
 Photo ID  
 Proof of current address 

 
9. For the following transactions:  

 To replace a library card  
 All requests to change a phone number 
 All name change requests 
 All password changes 

 
Customers ages 0-17 years must provide verification of current address 

to show ownership of the library card account. (The photo ID of a 

parent/legal guardian may be presented for his/her minor child.) 
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Customers ages 18 years and older must provide photo ID to show 

ownership of the library card account.   

 
10. Branch Managers and Community Library Supervisors may override the 

requirement for photo ID if unavailable as long as other acceptable 

identifying ID is presented. 

11. Customers should present their own library card to checkout materials, 

use the computer, or pay charges on their accounts. 

12. Customers who owe less than $10 in fees may borrow materials from 

any of our branches or our bookmobile or use a public computer. 

13. Customers have the privilege of claiming that they have returned 

materials that the circulation system indicates are still checked out to 

them.  Likewise, customers have the privilege of claiming that they did 

not check out an item that the circulation system indicates is checked out 

on their account.  A limit of three active or unresolved claims is allowed.  

A fourth active claim will result in suspension of borrowing privileges. 

 
 


